
FAST FACTS... 

The 2013-2014 Ridgewood Public Schools District 

Calendar has been revised. For the newest version 

of this calendar click here for the RPS website. 

National Spanish Exam 

Students in Megan Rotella and Monica 

Gallego’s Spanish classes participated in the 

National Spanish Exam offered by the American 

Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portu-

guese.  Approximately 150,000 students across 

the nation took the exam. 

Santiago Espinoza, Geoffrey Mendoza, Gabriela 

Puche, Alexandra Ramos, and Anuar Zidan  

received gold medals. Sophia Fandino, Dana 

Martinez, Jennifer Schuler, and Maria Alicia 

Sierra Yunes won silver. Nikhil Mendiratta, Wil-

liam Prettyman, Megan Donnelly, Young Kim, 

Keiko Nagami, and Robin Smith achieved 

bronze medals.  

The exam was given across five levels with 

medals awarded to those that scored in the 

highest percentiles. 

Upcoming 

May 6 to 17:  

AP Exams 

May 10:  

New Players Comic 

Potential; 8 pm; Little  

Theater 

May 11:  

New Players Comic 

Potential; 2 pm and  

8 pm; Little Theater 

May 11:  

RHS Choir Car Wash 

May 12:  

High Times Newspaper 

Car Wash 

May 11:  

Mother’s Day 

May 13:  

Board of Ed Meeting; 

7:30; Ed Center 

May 15:  

Academic Awards;  

6:30 pm; Campus  

Center 
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A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE 

RHS Teacher of the Year 

Ridgewood High School 

teachwe Michael Yannone 

was honored on May 7 by 

the district of Ridgewood as 

the high school’s Teacher of 

the Year. The award was giv-

en by superintendent Daniel 

Fishbein to ten educators from around the  

district. 

Of Yannone, Dr. Fishbein said, “*He+ has the 

ability to reach out to each and every child that 

comes into his classroom and gets them to love 

to learn and excel in his classes... He loves what 

he teaches and loves to teach, so this passion is 

the catalyst for wanting to learn.” 

The award comes with a $500.00 stipend paid 

in half by the Home and School Association and 

the Board of Education. The stipend can be 

used by the winning teacher to fund an activity 

or project that they deem worthwhile. 

SALADWORKS  

GIVEBACK  

Saladworks will donate 

5% of the store’s net 

proceeds  received  

every Sunday and  

Monday to RHS. 

The program will run 

through Memorial Day.  

Saladworks is located at 

37 Chestnut Street 

Ridgewood, NJ 07450. 

Ridgewood High School Spanish students  pose for a 

picture after taking the National Spanish Exam. 

Ridgewood junior Gabriela Bonfiglio receives her 

award from the West Point Military Academy in 

recognition of her excellence as a student. It was 

presented by the Board of Education on May 6. 

http://board-of-education.ridgewood.schoolfusion.us/modules/locker/files/get_group_file.phtml?gid=944840&fid=21586421&sessionid=8c88b78b0346bc21e996c26f4407f564
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Lauren Hellman has been working at 
Ridgewood High School for seven years as 
a guidance counselor. She graduated 
from the University of Maryland (MD), 
with a Bachelors degree and from Loyola 
College (MD) with her Masters degree. 

One of Your Favorite Memories of Your 
Time at RHS:  

In 2007, my first school year at  
Ridgewood High School, I had the pleas-

ure of telling one of my students she was going to receive a full 
scholarship to the University of North Carolina. The student 
would not have been able to attend without this scholarship. It 
was one of the most emotional and exciting moments of my 
career!  

What Advice Would You Give Every Student:  

“Take a breath!” If you know you’ve done the best you can, 
that’s all  you can do. 

Something You Don’t Know About Me:  

My grandmother’s name was Honey and I named my daughter 
after her. I love anything that has a honeybee on it! 

RHS POLICY CORNER: Hazing or Initiation Activities  

Ridgewood High School defines hazing and inappropriate initiation 

activity to be any act, whether physical, mental, emotional, or psy-

chological, which subjects a student to any situation or expectation 

that may potentially abuse, mistreat, degrade, humiliate, harass, 

harm, intimidate a student, denigrate either an individual or another 

group, or compromise a student’s inherent dignity as a person. The 

definition of hazing and inappropriate initiation activity includes such 

actions directed toward any student, whether or not the student 

may be joining or affiliating with a student organization. The fact that 

a student participates voluntarily in a hazing or inappropriate initia-

tion activity does not alter the school’s prohibition of such conduct.  

Upon receipt of either a complaint or report of hazing or inappropri-

ate initiation activity, Ridgewood High School shall conduct an inves-

tigation, and shall take appropriate action. Disciplinary action may 

include consequences for individual student(s) and/or sanctions/

suspensions being imposed upon a team, squad, or student organiza-

tion. 

Faculty Highlight: Lauren Hellman 

Student Council President John Byon talks to assembled 

Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors prior to the beginning 

of this year’s Ridgewood High School Student Council  

Election speeches. On May 2, each candidate was given an 

allotted time to present their candidacy for the various 

positions of next year’s RHS Student Council. The next day 

RHS students cast their vote for their desired candidate in 

an exercise of student-led democracy. Each candidate 

worked hard on their campaigns, making posters and re-

searching topics for their platform. 



RIDGEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL ∙ 627 East Ridgewood Avenue ∙ Ridgewood, NJ 07450 ∙ 201-670-2800 

RIDGEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL  

Website: http://rhs.school.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/ 

A Window Into Ridgewood High School New Jersey Hopeline 

New Jersey Department of Human Services 

launched the NJ Hopeline, operated by Uni-

versity Behavioral HealthCare (UBHC) at the 

University of Medicine and Dentis-

try.  Suicide ranks as a leading cause of 

death for young people, ages 10 to 24.   

Research has shown that most adolescent suicides occur in the 

afternoon or early evening and in the teen's home. The suicide 

rate increase in New Jersey among adults and minors was com-

parable to the national upturn of 28%. 

The hotline, NJHOPELINE (855-654-6735), will operate 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week, and will serve as a backup to the Nation-

al Suicide Prevention Lifeline network during times of excess call 

volume or after the Lifeline Crisis Centers’ operating hours. 

Ridgewood High School students work diligently on 

their AP exams in the Campus Center. 

Students in Brian Quirk’s physical education class 

spend a rainy day playing a fun tag game. 

The saxophone ensemble performs during the 

Small Ensembles Concert under the direction of 

Jeffrey Haas. 

The Novice Boys’ & Girls’ Crew teams, coached by Jackie Nolan, rowed 

for bronze on Sunday, May 5, at Philadelphia Cities Champion-

ships. The Ridgewood team garnered a total of eight medals, including 

four golds. Pictured: Caroline Lampone, Will Creedon, Brittany Donnel-

lan, Colin Wilkinson, Morgan Collins, Sophia Bicks, Brian Hnat, and So-

http://rhs.school.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/
https://twitter.com/Maroon_Sports
http://www.facebook.com/hs.ridgewood

