
FAST FACTS... 

69% of NJ high school students DID participate in 

aerobic exercise of 20 minutes, 3 days per week in 

the past 12 months, according to an NJDOE Survey. 

Etymology Exams 

Latin students of Ridgewood High School volun-

teered to take the National Etymology Exami-

nation, which tested skill in inferring the mean-

ing of complex English words. The students 

earned nine gold medals and one silver medal.  

Latin students pose with their medals after taking 

the National Etymology Examination. 

Forensic Presentation 

Two students from Dr. Karen Walters’ forensic 

science class spoke to the Ridgewood Board of 

Education on February 3. High school seniors, 

Cora Abdoo and Owen Smith, gave a presenta-

tion to the members of the board about their 

class. 

The pair showed off various data and evidence 

collection techniques, which were learned by 

solving "crimes" committed around the school. 

They also talked about the several guest speak-

ers they had in class, including representatives 

from the FBI, Mahwah Police Department, and 

Bergen County Police. 

Both students agree that the class, and their 

time in class, has been interesting and fun. It 

has been a unique educational experience. 
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Upcoming 

February 14:  

VALENTINE’S DAY 

February 14:  

Last Day to Drop  

Second Semester 

Courses 

February 14 to 28:  

Skyward Student 

Course Request Open 

February 17:  

PRESIDENTS’ DAY 

February 17 to 21:  

School Closed 

February 22:  

All State Band Concert; 

300 pm; Prudential Ctr. 

February 24:  

Board of Ed Meeting; 

7:30 pm; Ed Center 

Owen Smith and Cora Abdoo pose with Ridgewood 

High School principal, Dr. Thomas Gorman, science 

teacher Dr. Karen Walters, and science supervisor 

Gregory McDonald. 

Student in Project Interact posing at Valley Hospital on February 11. The club 

made Valentine’s Day cards for people at the hospital and delivered them, along 

with balloons to patients on February 11. 
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Digital Learning Day 

Though Ridgewood High School’s Annual Digital Learn-

ing Day was officially cancelled due to the snow, it did 

not stop several of the high school’s teachers from 

continuing on with their use of technology in the class-

room. 

Digital Learning Day is a national event. This year more 

than a million students participated, nation-wide. The 

day is an excellent example of all the innovative ways 

technology can enhance student’s education. 

 

RHS POLICY CORNER: Use of High School Computers 

Use of Ridgewood High School computers and the network is a privi-

lege, not an entitlement. The network, software and hardware are 

the property of Ridgewood Public Schools. Students must be familiar 

with the Acceptable Use Policy (Ridgewood B.O.E. R2361). Files 

stored on the RHS network are regularly inspected by authorized 

staff to ensure compliance with the Acceptable Use Policy and laws 

governing software. Students SHOULD NOT HAVE AN EXPECTATION 

OF PRIVACY for files and information stored on the Ridgewood High 

School network. 

Students who abuse their network privileges will have their account 

closed and the use of RHS computers denied with additional penal-

ties if the administration deems them appropriate. 

 

Members of Ridgewood High School’s Cambodia Club posing 
after their Spin for Cambodia fundraiser, where, on February 9, 
they raised over $300 at the Ethos Fitness Center for education 
in Cambodia. 

The RHS Cambodia Club is dedicated to helping enhance the 
lives of students in the country of Cambodia. Through their 
efforts and fund raising, they have helped to erect a school in a 
rural village who they regularly Skype with. The club also has 
hosts several guest speakers who regularly speak about their 
experiences in Cambodia and as refugees. 

The Cambodia Club meets Fridays during unit lunch. 

Club Highlight: Cambodia Club 

Students in Dr. Karen Walters’ ninth grade biology class use 

computers to learn about Stem Cells with an online activity. 

Louise Cheng uses a YouTube video to teach her students 

to better learn the Chinese language. 
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A Window into Ridgewood High School NHS Runs Teens for Jeans 

The Ridgewood High School National Honor Society is spear-

heading a jeans drive between February 10 and February 14.  

Jeans for Teens is an organization helping to clothe the homeless 

youth of America. About one in three people experiencing home-

lessness are under the age of eighteen. One of the items home-

less youth request most is a pair of jeans.  

Donate a pair of old jeans to one of the donation boxes that will 

be set up around the school next week. The jeans will then be 

dropped off at a local Aeropostale store and from there will be 

given to teens in need in our area. 

Members of the Ridgewood High School Saxophone Ensemble show off 

their skills during the RHS Concert of Jazz and Chamber Ensembles that 

took place on February 10.  Other performances were given by the Clar-

inet Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble, the RHS Jazz Lab, and Big Band. 

Students in Kelly Bomzer's physical education class 

practice stress reduction techniques using yoga, 

offering a break in the day and valuable life skills 

that can help students in their daily life. 

Megan Rotella's Spanish 3 Honors class visits the 

Carroll Art Gallery to apply the skills they have  

acquired through their unit of study on art.  

Teachers participate in Great (and Educational) Experiences during the 

February 12 enrichment day, where they got to take turns sharing ex-

periences of places they have visited that have helped them enhance 

the educational experience they can offer students. Enrichment days 

take place every month and allow teachers, administrators, and staff 

members to come together to collaborate on projects, learn new skills, 

discuss matters of education and generally get to know their fellow 

faculty members. Students get to sleep in for an hour. 

Doug Aday shows 

his class the State of 

the Union Address 

made by the Presi-

dent to spark dis-

cussion in his US 

Civics class. They 

analyzed the prob-

lems facing the 

President and talked 

about which cabinet 

member could best 

advise him. 
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